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Photoshop Elements 
Fixing Photos
Most retouching in Photoshop Elements follows these steps:

1. Check for appropriate resolution and document size.

2. Crop and straighten the image.

3. Adjust the tonal range and remove any color casts.

4. Use the Clone Stamp tool to eliminate any unwanted objects.

5. If necessary, apply the Unsharp Mask.
6. Save the retouched photo.

1.  After you have acquired an image, check that the document size and resolution are appropriate for how the image will be used.

Choose Image > Resize > Image Size….
[image: image8.png]ie




Sample Image Size dialogue box

With the “Resample Image” box unchecked, change the Resolution to match your desired output.  

	Output
	Resolution + Size

	On screen (i.e. PowerPoint or the Web)
	~72 pixels/inch at the size you want

	Ink or color laser printer
	~200 pixels/inch at the size you want

	Photo Prints (i.e. shutterfly.com or CVS)
	~300 pixels/inch at size you want


Then, recheck the “Resample Image” box and change the Width / Height.  (Try not to increase the Width / Height as you will be inventing pixels.)
You can also use the crop tool to adjust image size.  See the next step. 
2. Next, you’ll crop and straighten the image.

Select the crop tool [image: image2.png]


 in the toolbox.  

If you want to specify the size or resolution of the crop, enter the values in the Width, Height, or Resolution text boxes in the options bar. You can also click Front Image to enter the values of the currently active image. 

Drag over the part of the image you want to keep. 

Adjust the crop marquee: 

· To move the marquee to another position, place the pointer inside the bounding box, and drag. 

· To scale the marquee, drag a handle. 

· To rotate the marquee, position the pointer outside the bounding box (the pointer turns into a curved arrow [image: image3.png]


), and drag.

Press the “Enter” key to complete the crop.  
3.  Adjust the tonal range and remove any color casts.

Press Ctrl + L. Notice the histogram in the dialog box.  If your image has colors across the entire brightness range, the graph will extend across the full width of the histogram. However the graph may be clumped toward the center, indicating there are no very dark or light colors.
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If needed, drag the left and right sliders inward to where the histogram indicates the darkest and lightest colors begin.  Click OK.

If need be, adjust the color balance of the image to correct a color cast (an imbalance of color).  Enhance ( Auto Color Correction.  

Many other options are available under the Enhance menu.  

4. Next, you’ll use the clone stamp tool to remove any spots, blemishes, or unwanted objects.
Using the zoom tool [image: image5.png]


, magnify the part of the image you wish to alter.

Select the clone stamp tool [image: image6.png]


. 

Choose a brush from the pop-up palette in the options bar, and drag the Size pop-up slider to set the brush size. 

Select Aligned to copy the sampled area once, regardless of how many times you stop and resume painting. If Aligned is deselected, the clone stamp tool applies the sampled area from the initial sampling point each time you stop and resume painting. 

Position the pointer on the part of any open image you want to sample, and Alt-click. This sample point is the location from which the tool duplicates your image as you paint. 

Now, paint with the clone stamp tool.  Paint with short strokes to make the retouched areas look realistic.
5. If need be, apply the Unsharp Mask filter to finalize the photo-retouching process.

The Unsharp Mask filter adjusts the contrast of the edge detail in an image, creating the illusion of a sharper image.

Choose Filter > Sharpen > Unsharp Mask.

Drag the “Amount” slider to an appropriate amount and then click OK to apply the Unsharp Mask filter.
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6.  Don’t forget to save your image.  

You can save your retouched image with a new file name and with the “jpeg” file format.  When prompted, an image quality of 8 should be good for most images. 

These are the general steps needed to retouch a photo. Try these steps and techniques on your own images.  After each step you should press Ctrl + Z to check if your attempts at retouching improve the image.  
Use the “How To” palette to discover more retouching techniques, such as fix a torn photo, remove red eye, remove scratches and specks, etc.  
For more information on any of the topics on this sheet, go to Help (  Photoshop Elements Help…
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