Inspiration Workshop
What is Inspiration?
Inspiration is a visual thinking tool.  It is used to brainstorm, plan, organize, outline, diagram, and write.
*We are using Inspiration 6, but there is a newer version, Inspiration 7 that was recently released
Tool Bars

Before you begin, make sure all Tool bars are visible.
Go to VIEW, TOOL BAR, Click on DIAGRAM, DRAW, and STATUS BAR (You will have to go to them one at time.

F8 to bring up symbol pallet
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Create
The create tool will add a new linked symbol in the direction that you choose.  In order to choose the direction, roll over the create button.  The highlighted area will correspond to the direction that the symbol will be created in.

Linking symbols
To link ideas-click on link then click on the item you want first, then click on the one you want to connect to second.
Changing the appearance of the link

Click on LINK and then you can change how the lines look 
Adding text on the link

Click on an area on the link and a box will appear.  You are now able to type in the box to add text between links.

Replacing a symbol with one from the Symbol palette
In addition to several hundred images and animated symbols, Inspiration gives you a choice of 1,300 symbols to add.  

Select the bubble you would like to replace.  

Go up to the symbol palette and click the Select Library button.  In order to view the various libraries available to you choose the down arrow button.  


Once you have selected an image, simply click on it to insert it into the chosen area.
Outline

To go into an outline format hit CTRL and T, then to get out of outline hit CTRL and T
Fill Color/Line Color/Text Color/Background Color
Go to Effect and select either fill color, line color, text color or background color  to change the color inside your symbol, your symbol lines, your text or your background go the color of your choice.
Other functions:

Adding a note to a symbol

A note can be added to every symbol in a diagram.  These notes allow you to continue to work in a visual format while you begin the writing process. 
Select the symbol you want to write a note about, then go to the diagram toolbar and click the Note button.  Proceed by typing the note.
RapidFire
This function is used to brainstorm ideas.  It adds a series of linked ideas to a symbol which allows you to concentrate on entering information rather than creating symbols one by one.
To use RapidFire type your first idea, click on the RapidFire button and them press enter for each additional idea. 

When you are finished, simply click the RapidFire tool again.
Start with a Main Idea-when you open the new document it is already there.  Let’s use living things
Visit www.inspiration.com to find out more about Inspiration
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