Notes from the “Kids Can Do It Workshop”

The focus of this workshop was the use of Kid Pix, Video Blender and Inspiration in the classroom.  The presenters were third grade teachers and the technology teacher from Hudsonville Schools.  The following ideas were presented for using these programs on a regular basis.  Templates were developed that the students pulled up from a shared read only file and then filled in.  Many of the projects were quite manageable and it was nice to see a twist put on worksheet use in the classroom.  A lot of the more complex projects were run during parent/teacher conferences for P.R. purposes.  The patriotic movie (described under Social Studies) was run every morning for the students for a week.

Language Arts:

1. Locker name tags- Students developed their own monthly nametags using the digital camera and Kid Pix.  Each student put his or her name, interests and imported his or her digital picture into the nametag.  The nametags were then laminated and put on lockers.

2. Learn you address project- each student drew a house that looked like their home using Kid Pix.  The student then typed in their name, address and phone number on the picture.  Finally, the student imported his or her picture into the picture.

3. Worksheet type activities:

a. Similes using Kid Pix- Antonyms could also be done.  Using pictures, students made cards with similes.

b. ABC order- objects were put in random order on the page using Kid Pix.  Students used the moving van to move the pictures into ABC order.  This could also be done with words.

c. Opposites- Using Kid Pix, students created cards with opposite pictures.

d. Plurals- a single idem was put on one side of a table.  Students put the name of the item on this side.  On the other side, students drew more than one of the item and put the plural name on the chart.

e. Vowel practice- Vowels were put at the top of a table in Kid Pix.  Students found pictures to put into the table that matched the vowel sound.  This could also be done with the ABC’s.

4. Book report book marks- students used a template to make a bookmark that described the book.  The students put in the title of the book, a summary and rated the book.  The bookmarks were printed out and laminated and used in the classroom.

Social Studies:

1. Wants and needs chart- Students used a template chart in Kid Pix to put in pictures of wants and needs.

2. Patriotic poster- Students developed a poster of patriotic elements in Kid Pix and imported sound to go with the poster.  This would also work nicely with State reports or Country reports.

3. Patriotic imovies or video blender movies- same concept as the patriotic poster but using movie format.  Each student made a picture and then the pictures were put to music.  This could also be done using Power Point.  This type of movie would be great for Martin Luther King Jr. or other famous persons.

4. Map keys and symbols-using Kid Pix, students developed map keys and symbols.  Then, the students made maps and used the symbols on the maps and put the key on the map.

5. Famous person stamps- Students developed a postage stamp of a famous person.

6. Freedom quilt- each student researched freedom quilts and symbols and drew a quilt square using Kid Pix.  Then the squares were printed on muslin fabric (iron muslin onto freezer paper and put through a flat ink jet printer) and put together into a quilt.  This would make a great project for the benefit!

7. Coming to America imovie- Students drew pictures of American symbols and then the projects were put together into movie form using imovie.  This could also be done with video blender or with Power Point.  This was a really terrific project.

Math:

1. Geometry imovie- Student took digital pictures of geometric objects.  Then the pictures were put together into a movie with sound.

2. Turn around facts- Using Inspiration students developed flashcards of turn around facts.  Any type of flash card could be made using Inspiration or Kid Pix.

3. Perimeter squares- Students used Kid Pix to make perimeter squares.

4. Story problems- Students used Kid Pix to make story problems to solve.  The students put in pictures and typed in the problem.  Then the students gave the problems to another class to solve.

Science:

1. Life cycles with clay animation and imovie- Students used clay animation to explain the life cycle of the frog and chicken.  The students made the clay figure, took digital photos and then used video blender to put the pictures together.  The student then recorded their voices and typed in the life cycle matching the animation.  It was very, very cool.  This could also be done with Kid Pix.

2. Weather mapping-Using Inspiration students kept track of the weather.  They simply replaced the bubbles with pictures of the weather for each date on a template of a calendar.

