Laptop Users Group Meeting
10-31-06

Present:  Causey, Dion, Emily, Foster, Kelly (stopped by – couldn’t stay), Krupa, Kuhn, LeVasseur (stopped by – couldn’t stay), Pelfrey, Russo, Saylor, A.Smith, Vandenheede, Volk

Pete Kelly 

very interested in Discourse – will see Dino to get this installed on his laptop

Dino Vandenheede

Described Discourse to small group assembled prior to 3:30 (Causey, Foster, Kuhn)

Arlene Smith

set-up and tried EGP – easy to use…really likes 

really using the program for self at this point, but plans to print for students in the future

Dino Vandenheede

quick demo of EGP

Pam Foster 

used student progress reports using EGP for US Meet the Teacher
Pam Foster 

video taped commercial in French III – used laptop for the background music – recorded voices on laptops…plans to save and have a “canned” film festival with prizes

Meg Causey
end product for Social Justice projects was PPT – amazed that student could do this creatively and quickly
Dino Vandenheede

many teachers in the building are beginning to use PPT to build presentations for note taking

Adriana Pelfrey
Primary report cards – using Photoshop Elements to color in wheel

Andrea Krupa

after the scanner workshop – each student brought in a photo of self in front of a land form – put into a PPT and student presented the info about the landform to the class
Rick Kuhn

greater response from parents through e-mail rather than phone – dialogue via e-mail with a parent

Cindy Dion

recently had first bout with Excel (report cards) – 8th Grade “Interviews” using a multimedia approach…looking to do something like this with the 5th Grade this year

Emily Edwards

moved from 3rd to 6th Grade – lots more opportunities to use tech – recently worked on report card – challenge to know where to save documents
Dino Vandenheede

hopefully everyone is choosing to save documents to their personally assigned machine – backing up to space on the server – Dino demonstrated this on the LCD Projector
Meg Causey

using JumpDrive for most documents because of printing at home

Dino Vandenheede

advises everyone to go wireless at home if they have high speed access – Rose Window and Home (can go to IT to get this) – new this year

Rick Kuhn

when logged on Network Drives were not available

Dino Vandenheede

easy fix to Rick’s problem – right click on the N in the lower left corner and re-log in

Susan Volk

only had the computer for 2 days – love it

Dino Vandenheede

described how to connect to wireless at home
Pam Foster

has floppy disk – virus detected – is there a way to retrieve data? Dino suggested to bring to disk in so any bad code can be eliminated and the good files retrieved

Dino Vandenheede

going to external hard drive to back up

Pam Foster

problem with computer screen going to black – Dino held the power button down until the computer turned off.  Then, Dino demo’ed some power management items to hopefully fix this issue.  Go to the battery in the lower right corner ( right click on the battery and change the power option properties – Advanced – what to do when close the lid of the laptop
Arlene Smith

advantage of using LCD over overhead – visit Joyce Lee’s room

Meg Causey

PPT’s from US to share with MSG – archive and access for later use

Dino Vandenheede

Complete those monthly reporting forms

What are needs for the future?
· multi media projects

· how to integrate tech into class

