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Photoshop Lesson 
Photo Retouching

Most retouching in Photoshop follows these steps:

1. Check that the resolution is appropriate.

2. Crop and straighten the image.

3. Adjust the tonal range of the image.

4. Remove any color casts.

5. Use the Rubber Stamp tool to eliminate any unwanted objects.

6. Apply the Unsharp Mask.

1. To begin, check the scan quality and make sure the resolution is appropriate for how the image will be used.

Choose Image > Image Size….

A resolution of 72 pixels/inch is appropriate for the web and on screen presentations.  A resolution of +150 pixels/inch is appropriate for prints.
Also, check the Document Size.  If need be, uncheck the “Resample Image” box and change either the Resolution or Document Size.
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2. Next, you’ll crop and straighten the image.

Select the crop tool in the toolbox. Then drag to select the part of the image you want to crop.
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Move the pointer outside a selection handle; then rotate the rectangle until the crop rectangle is parallel with the image. Drag the selection handles if you need to adjust the size of the cropping rectangle. Press Return. The image is now cropped.

3. Next, you’ll expand the tonal range of the image so that the colors extend through the full range of dark to light.

Choose Image > Adjust > Levels and select the Preview option. Notice the histogram in the dialog box.  If your image has colors across the entire brightness range, the graph will extend across the full width of the histogram. However the graph may be clumped toward the center, indicating there are no very dark or light colors.
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If needed, drag the left and right sliders inward to where the histogram indicates the darkest and lightest colors begin. 
Click OK.

4. If need be, adjust the color balance of the image to correct a color cast (an imbalance of color).
Choose Image > Adjust > Color Balance.

Drag the sliders away from colors that are in excess.    Click OK.

5. Next you’ll use the rubber stamp tool.

Select the zoom tool (z); then click the part of the image you wish to alter.

Then, select the rubber stamp tool (S)

in the toolbox.  In the tool options bar, select a medium-size, feathered brush.

Center the rubber stamp tool over the part of the image you wish to clone; then hold down the Alt key and click to sample that part of the image.

Drag the rubber stamp tool over the area you wish to alter to paint over it with a copy of the area you just sampled.

Double-click the zoom tool in the tool-box

to return to 100% magnification.

6. Finally, apply the Unsharp Mask filter to finalize the photo-retouching process.

The last step you take when retouching a

photo is to apply the Unsharp Mask filter to

the image. The Unsharp Mask filter adjusts the contrast of the edge detail in an image, creating the illusion of a sharper image.

Choose Filter > Sharpen > Unsharp Mask.

Drag the Amount slider to an appropriate amount and then click OK to apply the Unsharp Mask filter.

You’ve completed all of the steps necessary to retouch a photo. Try these steps and techniques on your own scanned images.
After each step you should press Ctrl + Z to check if you attempts at retouching improve the image.  
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