Working with Audio
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Audacity--Tips and Tricks 
· Audacity is a free program!

· Each time you press the record button, a new track is made.

· To delete a track, press the [image: image4.png]


 button on the track.

· You can record a track while you listen to other tracks.  Go to File(Preferences( check “Play other tracks while recording new one.”

· You can import audio files into Audacity.  Go to Project(Import Audio.  You can import MP3 and WAV files.  

· If your recorded audio is low, go to Control Panels under the Start menu and select Sounds and Audio Devices(Audio tab(Sound Recording(Volume button.  You can adjust the volume of the recorded audio here.  

· The Audacity file format cannot be read by computers that do not have Audacity.  To complicate matters, projects saved with Audacity create multiple files.  Therefore, it is best to export files as WAVs or MP3s when creating files for others.  (Note:  If you are creating a project with multiple tracks, you will need to maintain the Audacity file format by going to the file menu and selecting “Save Project As…”  You can export as a WAV or MP3 when you are completely finished.)  

When you’re done with your project, you can export it as a WAV file or MP3 file.

· To export as a WAV file, go to File( “Export as WAV…”  When creating a file name, be sure to keep the “.wav” file extension at the end. 

· To export as an MP3 file you will need to download onto your computer a file called “Lame.”  Look for it where you found Audacity.  The first time you export a MP3 file, you will be asked to locate this Lame file.  
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Inserting audio comments in Microsoft Applications  
(No Audacity Required)

To insert a new sound file in Microsoft Word 2007:

1. On the Insert menu, click Object, and then click the Create New tab. 

2. Under Object type, click the type that corresponds with your sound program. For example, if you are using Sound Recorder, click Wave Sound. 

3. Record the sound in your sound program. 

Note:  To play the sound file, double-click the speaker icon.  (PowerPoint is very similar.)
Using Audio in the Classroom

Links

Kids, Imagination, and Audio in the Classroom

http://interact.uoregon.edu/MediaLit/wfae/readings/kidsimagine.html
Online Poetry Classroom

http://www.onlinepoetryclassroom.org/what/booth.cfm?prmPageID=51
Using Primary Sources in the Classroom

http://memory.loc.gov/learn/lessons/primary.html 
Ideas

· Recording and presenting plays - written and produced by children - 

· Miming to a recorded play or story
· Dictation exercises - free the teacher to assist other children. 

· Careful study of speech - recording provides opportunity to note details of pronunciation, and other weaknesses
· Recording lectures for later evaluation or presentation to class
· Developing creative expression - recording in dramatized form 2 or 3 minute stories ending in a climax. Class completes stories either as individuals or in groups. 

· Group memorizing of songs or poems. 

· Background atmosphere to poems, stories, interviews, concerts, reports, or class presentation of material in Social Studies. 

· Class Magazine for variety can be recorded to CD rather than in written form. After editing, play over the school sound system. 

· Taped broadcasts - from radio or perhaps television (sound only). 

· Class Discussion on current events - news taped then pupil discussion after reference to maps, previous events. 

· Providing sound for film strips and slides or multimedia computer based software. Following study of a topic, children can prepare a commentary using information they have gained. 

· Documentary type programs - groups of the class can contribute information they have acquired to review an entire study topic. 

· Exhibits and display are often used as a culminating activity to a unit study. A short tape of 5 minutes can be prepared to accompany this. 

· Book Week - several children can read excerpts from their favorite book. The tape is played during the book week. 

· Sound tracks of film - prior to showing a film the sound track can be taped and discussed with the class. Can also be used after screening for revision purposes. 

· Recording dramatized historical events - either teacher or pupil prepared. 

· Guest speakers - it is not always possible to have your guest visit the school. Have a group prepare questions and tape the replies for later replay. 

· Listening skills can be practiced by prerecording very short stories or news bulletins which are followed by a number of short but searching questions. Practice in note taking from a recorded speech. Children can check with the written transcript later. Also a good listening exercise. 

· Motivation and creation of atmosphere for Written Language and Art work. This can be done by using music or sound effects e.g. a storm. 

· Verse speaking can be rehearsed and criticized by children when tape is played back. 

· Evaluation of television or radio broadcasts - this is a fine way of developing critical awareness of the suitability of entertainment programs. 

· Interviews - teacher creates a situation e.g. item of news from newspaper - group prepare interview. 

· Simple singing broadcasts - a collection of class songs can be built up. 

· Choir and recorder band rehearsals. 

· Folk dancing - preserve original quality of records. 

· Musical appreciation passages can be selected from suitable records. 

· Mood music - background music to provide atmosphere. 

· Diagnostic tests -questions tape recorded. 

· Remedial drill exercises - number combinations, tables, problems - can be used with either a group or the entire class. 

· Assessment - for any work in which children are progressing at an individual rate and the same test must be administered at different times, the tape recorder provides a means whereby this can be done. As each child needs the tests, so he can sit by the recorder and take the test. Recorded tests are of particular value in spelling and in mathematics. 

· Evaluating prepared talks for Speech Contests or like - private recordings by individuals before the important occasion will allow speakers an opportunity to discover whether all points have been covered, and weaknesses generally. 

· Puppet plays - many children find it difficult to work puppets and speak parts at the same time. Record the script and play back during actual performance. As children gain experience and confidence, the tape recorder will play a smaller part and can be used for sound effects or background music. 

· Teaching new game- for the busy teacher who wishes to teach a new game to young children who are not old enough to read instructions, a games tape can be recorded and used by children during tree time or interval. 

· Record explanations of displays or experiments that are current in the classroom. Children can listen in their tree time. Note the possibilities of bird calls, cicadas, crickets, or even the animals from the zoo. 

· Singing accompaniments - for those teachers who do not play a musical instrument, a useful method of providing accompaniments is to have someone record the music for the songs that are to be sung. 

· Taping important speeches and conferences - parent conferences, staff conferences, in-service meetings, refresher course lecturers, are but a few instances where a portable audio recorder is invaluable. 

· Evaluation of teaching practice - many teachers study their teaching techniques and procedures by recording lessons and analyzing them after school. Try taping a teacher trainee taking a lesson. In your discussion later, the tape can be used to illustrate the points that you wish to make, i.e. Repeating of children's answers. Do you give children enough time to think before supplying the answer? Are your questions well-framed, etc. 

· Audio Exchanges - The idea works in this way: A recording is made and emailed to another school. The recording is heard and a return audio is prepared for the originating school. The following is a plan to show how the initial tape may be compiled: 

· (a)Short introductory talk by teacher or class captain. 

· (b)Brief discussion on New Zealand, the school district, the organization - number of children, teachers, special features, etc 

· (c)Singing a national song 

· (d)Brief dramatization of the work of an early explorer - Cook, Tasman, 'Coming of the Maori. 

· (e)Dramatized or spoken national legend 

· (f) Short recital by School Orchestra or Choir 

· (g)Present basic facts about a native animal 

· (h) On the spot description of some school sporting event 

· The preparation of the tape involves the class in much thought, planning and discussion, and assists in oral and written expression. 

· Sound situations A combination of several intriguing sounds e.g. a clock ticking, footsteps, a door slamming -which suggests a situation, the basis for a story. 

· Story Starters: A short extract, accompanied by a picture if you like, is put on tape. The child finishes the story. A good free writing activity. A stock of endings can be built up for other children to read and/or listen to. 

· Compile a tape-slide show or multimedia presentation on a field trip. This is ideal to use with a listening post where only a group working independently from the rest of the class wish to review the material. 

· Older children can prepare blown up books and accompanying commentary for co-operative reading sessions with infants. This is invaluable where 'Shared Book Experience' is a part of the reading program. 

· Sound Effects can be added to stories read by children. Gives great motivation to the writing of ghost, mystery, sea, space stories etc.. 

From:http://staff.ace.ac.nz/Centres/Technology/BruceWeb/Audio%20for%20the%20Web/classusetape.html
� EMBED SoundRec  ���








[image: image3.png]


_1171780954

