
Digital Cameras & Scanners 

in the Classroom

Digital cameras and scanners are becoming more and more popular, especially for classroom use.  Digital cameras have many advantages:  pictures are immediately available, pictures are saved in graphic format, and they are easily transferred from the camera to the computer.  Scanners can convert text, student work and photographs to a digital format.
Remember, it's not really about taking or scanning pictures, but using the camera or the scanner as a tool to help you allow students to explore and understand the endless classroom that surround them! 
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Why Use a Digital Camera?
Students love taking pictures as much as they love being in them.  They benefit from using digital cameras because they learn firsthand the ease and immediacy of using digicams.  Digital images can easily be enhanced, edited, resized and stored. 
From:  http://www.wacona.com/digicam/digicam.html

Why Use a Scanner?
A scanner reads a printed page or image, translates the visual appearance into digital information, and passes the data into the computer system for processing, storage, and eventual use. Scanners are not just for scanning pictures. Scanners can read printed text and convert it to files that you can manipulate with your word-processing program. You also can scan a handwritten work and place it in permanent storage on your hard drive.
From: http://www.soe.umt.edu/ders/tales/tools/Tutorials/Scanners/
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Using the Digital Camera or Scanner for Lesson Design

Using Photos in Classroom Lessons

Writing

Photos may be used in many different types of classroom lessons. They may be used to illustrate steps in a procedure, to aid in writing "how to" paragraphs. 

Ideas for using photos in writing include: 

· use a photo as a prompt for narrative or descriptive writing

· school newspaper

· class newspaper or newsletter

· graphics for written reports and presentations

· write letters to penpals and others (such as reading buddies in another grade), inserting photos

· send photos via e-mail to electronic pen pals

· e-mail class updates to parents, with attached photos

· write a class novel with live-action photos as illustrations

· class books

· ABC alphabet book [use real objects to enhance letter-sound correspondence]

· We Spy books [go on a scavenger hunt through out the school as an extension for a completed unit]

· sequencing books [using a digital camera is especially useful to sequences which cannot be brought to school for students to experience]

· All About Us [take photos of students and let them write about themselves - this is especially good for Kindergarten!]

· big books [to make a photo large enough for a big book, resize photo for whole page and print out - you can then run it through a poster maker (in a publishing center, such as Kinkos) to enlarge it even further]

· take photos on field trips, to aid in writing about them later

· publicize a class play or project

Projects/Presentations

Photos may also be used to create classroom games to teach various concepts. 

Ideas for using photos with projects and presentations include: 

· make personalized name tags or desk plates

· recording projects and presentations for Open House

· create a digital class archive

· demonstrate vocabulary, emotions, compare/contrast

· illustrate perspectives in art

· observe weather over a period of time

· student portfolio

· illustrate process for complicated projects

· illustrate a science experiment

· document growth of classroom plant or pet

· demonstrate a P.E. exercise

· develop a student-generated, graphical web research site

· school showcase

Adding Photos to PowerPoint Presentations

In Microsoft PowerPoint, it is very easy to add photos. While creating the slide, simply go to the "Insert" menu and choose "Picture." Locate the appropriate drive and photo and double-click on it. Once the photo is on the slide, you can reposition or resize it as needed. For tips on clarity of photos and presentations, see the Kodak tips site listed below. 

Other Resources

· Ten Tips for Working with Pictures in PowerPoint - from Kodak

· Kodak's Guide to Adding Pictures to Presentations
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Using the Digital Camera for WebPage Creation

Web Page as Newsletter

A school must have communication with both parents and community. Local newspapers often publish photos and stories of school events, but having a school website allows the school to have more control over what stories are publicized. A school website may be used to convey important information to parents, publish student work, and publicize school events. A digital camera allows schools to enhance their websites. 

Online Lessons

Some lessons may be written as webpages, allowing many students to access the information in a lab setting. 
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Other Ideas for Using a Digital Camera or Scanner
· Digital Photography Tips - From Imaging Resource.

· Canon WebSite - Click on "recipes" on this Canon webpage to see a neat demonstration of how to make a mobile, using a digital camera! Be sure to keep clicking through the demonstration to see the animated product at the end!

· 1001 Uses for a Digital Camera - From the Casio Classroom Connection. Cool stuff here!

· PhotoPoint - An online resource of digital images....and it's FREE!
· Classroom Applications for the Digital Camera
· Using a Digital Camera in the Classroom
· Going Digital in the Classroom
· Ideas for Using Digital Cameras
[image: image5.png]



From:  http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Olympus/7123/camera.html
