Digital Cameras 

1.
Why would you use a digital camera in an educational setting? 
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the feedback is immediate - no waiting to finish the film or for films to be developed 

· images can easily be enhanced, edited, resized and stored 

· after the initial purchase of the camera, costs are relatively inexpensive compared to normal photography costs 

· digital publishing is the medium of the future - images can be stored on a CD or a floppy or hard drive; they can be viewed on a screen or printed on paper or transparencies or cloth 

· digital photography is quicker than scanning in hard copy photographs 

2.
Digital cameras have many uses including:

· enhancing newsletters, pamphlets, food preparation notes, science reports, etc.
· getting images for web pages
· e-mail attachments (e.g. sharing photos, global collaborative projects)
· self esteem activities (merit certificates, student of the week, etc.)
· student assignments across the curriculum
· recording information on excursions
· recording student progress
· [image: image3.png]


analysing physical education activities
· recording science experiments
· photographing bulky work samples or other evidence in outcomes based education
· student photos in teachers markbooks, administration records or yearbooks
· up-to-the-minute public relations brochures, flyers
· documenting computer networks, sports equipment, etc.
· archiving student photos over the years
· presenting images on parents nights of students at work & play
· creating 360 degree panoramic virtual reality images
· compiling portfolios for dancing, drama, models, artists, etc.
· artwork, artistic creations and manipulations
· creation of 3D images (take 2 photos and view with a stereoscope)
· use photos of key features on the way to a place (no map copyright issues, can print or send by email)
3. Digital Cameras at the Academy

	Sony Mavicas

which record on floppy disks
	Nikon Coolpixs

which record on Compact Flash Cards
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	Key features of the Sony Mavica FD90

· Stores images on normal floppy disks 

· 3X optical zoom lens; 6X precision digital zoom 

· Auto focus 

· MPEG movie mode and voice memo recording 

· Flash with red-eye reduction 

· A/V outputs to connect to classroom monitors

· LCD color monitor

· Macro capability 

· Rechargeable battery with meter
	Key features of the Nikon Coolpix

· Stores images on compact flash cards that can be read in the WinLab via special devices or using an adapter on any laptop computer

· Optical and digital zooms

· Flash with red-eye reduction

· A/V outputs

· LCD color monitor

· Macro capability

· Separate charger for batteries

· Capable of higher resolution images than the Mavica

	To check one out:

· Preschool—see Patricia Wagner
· Primary/Lower School—see Denene Decker

· Upper School—see Sandy Jeffries or Dino Vandenheede
	To check one out:

· Middle School for Girls—see Sheran Tioran



4. Prior to using a camera, make sure it is set at the proper resolution for your need.  

	Output
	Resolution

	
	Sony Mavica
	Nikon Coolpix

	Displayed on computer screens (The Internet or PowerPoint Presentation)
	Low Resolution Setting
	Lowest Resolution Setting

	Printed on normal paper
	High resolution setting
	Mid Resolution Setting

	Printed on photo paper or enlarged significantly 
	[Not Recommended]
	Highest Resolution Setting


Quick Start for the Sony Mavica
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1.
Quick start for recording still images on the Mavica
a) Slide the POWER switch and insert a floppy disk.

b) Set the PLAY/STILL/MOVIE selector to STILL.

c) Press and hold the shutter button halfway down and check the image.

d) Press the shutter button fully down.

2.
Problems with the Mavica?

· No image? - be sure the lens cap is off!

· No power? - check the battery life indicator

· No disk? - insert a floppy disk 

· Disk full? - insert new disk or delete images

3.
Transferring an image to a computer with the Mavica
a) [image: image6.wmf]Eject disk and insert into computer’s floppy drive
b) What do you want to do with the image?

· Place it in a Word or PowerPoint document.  Insert --> Picture --> From File (choose 3½ floppy under “My Computer”)

· Send it has an email attachment in GroupWise.  Click the Attach button in an outgoing email message; Click the Select File… button; locate the file you want to attach.

· Save it for a future use.  Find the file on the floppy disk and then drag-and-drop it into your server folder.

4.
Helpful hints when using the Sony digital camera:

· get students to loop the camera strap over their heads
· avoid fingerprints on LCD panel and lens
· have a few blank floppy disks on hand
· check the battery life prior to using the camera 
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